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DETAILED ACTION 
Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since 
this application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the 
fee set forth in 37 CFR 117(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous 
Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's 
submission filed on 02/21/2006 has been entered. 

Prior Art Cited 

2, Although the prior art discloses several claimed limitation, for example: 
Kerstein (U.S. Patent 6,292,483) discloses a network switch configured for 
switching data packets across multiple switch ports uses programmable hash 
functions to generate a hash key for each network address to access an address 
table storing switching logic. The address table is configured to include a 
programmable number of bin entries, where each bin entry is configured to 
reference a plurality of address table entries storing the switching logic 
information for respective network addresses. The address of an incoming data 
packet is used to generate a hash key that references a selected one of the bin 
entries. The switching logic for the corresponding address is then obtained by 
accessing the appropriate table entry referenced by the selected bin entry. If the 
number of table entries for a given bin exceeds a prescribed threshold, an 
external host reprograms the network switch to use another hash key to maintain 
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an efficient access throughput of the address table. Use of programmable hash 
keys also enables the host processor to use different hash key polynomials for 
different network configurations to optimize the table access throughput. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 1 , 3-29. 32-35 are allowed. 

Reasons for Allowance 

4. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: 
Independent claims 1, 5, 7, 10, 17, 21 and 27 contain allowable subject matter. 

None of the prior art of record shows or fairly suggests the claimed invention. 

Regarding claim. 1: 

The primary reason for the allowance of claim 1 is the inclusion of the system for 
monitoring events in a storage area network including an event Response 
Director that selects an event in an Event Response Table and sends control 
signals to a Local Event Handler and an External Event Generator, and the Local 
Event Handler performs control actions on a local fabric switch and the External 
Event Generator sends input/output registered state change notices to host 
computer systems; and the event response table and the threshold table is 
updated by a threshold event configuration module based on historical data. It is 
these features found in the claim, as they are claimed in the combination, that 
has not been found, taught or suggested by the prior art of record which makes 
this claim allowable over the prior art. 
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Claims 3 and 4 are allowed due to their dependency on claim 1. 
Regarding claim 5: 

The primary reason for the allowance of claim 5 is the inclusion of the system for 
monitoring events in a storage area network including sends a message to an 
. event response director that selects an event in an event response table and 
sends control signals to a local event handler and an external event generator, 
and the local event handler performs control actions on a local fabric switch and 
the external event generator sends input/output registered state change notice to 
host computing systems; and the event response table and the threshold table 
are updated by a threshold event configuration module based on historical data. . 
It is these features found in the claim, as they are claimed in the combination, 
that has not been found, taught or suggested by the prior art of record which 
makes this claim allowable over the prior art. 
Claim 6 is allowed due to their dependency on claim 5. 

Regarding claim 7: 

The primary reason for the allowance of claim 7 is the inclusion of the system for 
monitoring events in a storage area network including sends a message to an 
event response director that selects an event in an event response table and 
sends control signals to a local event handler and an external event generator, 
and the local event handler performs control actions on a local fabric switch and 
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the external event generator sends input/output registered state change notice to 
host computing systems; and the event response table and the threshold table 
are updated by a threshold event configuration module based on historical data. 
It is these features found in the claim, as they are claimed in the combination, 
that has not been found, taught or suggested by the prior art of record which 
makes this claim allowable over the prior art. 
Claims 8 and 9 is allowed due to their dependency on claim 7. 



Regarding claim 10: 

The primary reason for the allowance of claim 10 is the inclusion of the system 
for monitoring events in a storage area network including sends a message to an 
event response director that selects an event in an event response table and 
sends control signals to a local event handler and an external event generator, 
and the local event handler performs control actions on a local fabric switch and 
the external event generator sends input/output registered state change notice to 
host computing systems; and the event response table and the threshold table 
are updated by a threshold event configuration module. It is these features found 
in the claim, as they are claimed in the combination, that has not been found, 
taught or suggested by the prior art of record which makes this claim allowable 
over the prior art. 

Claims 11-16 are allowed due to their dependency on claim 10. 
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Regarding claim 17: 

The primary reason for the allowance of claim 17 is the inclusion of the method 
for monitoring agent in a fibre channel fabric switch monitor the parameter 
including sends a message to an event response director that selects an event in 
an event response table and sends control signals to a local event handler and 
an external event generator, and the local event handler performs control actions 
on a local fabric switch and the external event generator sends input/output 
registered state change notice to host computing systems; and the event 
response table and the threshold table are updated by a threshold event 
configuration module based on historical data. It is these features found in the 
claim, as they are claimed in the combination, that has not been found, taught or 
suggested by the prior art of record which makes this claim allowable over the 
prior art. 

Claims 18-20 are allowed due to their dependency on claim 17. 

Regarding claim 21: 

The primary reason for the allowance of claim 21 is the inclusion of the system 
for monitoring events in a storage area network including sends a message to an 
event response director that selects an event in an event response table and 
sends control signals to a local event handler and an external event generator, 
and the local event handler performs control actions on a local fabric switch and 
the external event generator sends Input/output registered state change notice to 
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host computing systems; and the event response table and the threshold table 
are updated by a threshold event configuration module. It is these features found 
in the claim, as they are claimed in the combination, that has not been found, 
taught or suggested by the prior art of record which makes this claim allowable 
over the prior art. 

Claims 22-26 are allowed due to their dependency on claim 21 . 
Regarding claim 27: 

The primary reason for the allowance of claim 27 is the inclusion of a fibre fabric 
switch element including the performance monitor sends a message to an event 
response director that selects an event In an event response table and sends 
control signals to a local event handler and an external event generator, and the 
local event handler perfomis control actions on a local fabric switch and the 
external event generator sends input/output registered state change notice to 
host computing systems; and the event response table and the threshold table 
are updated by a threshold event configuration module. It is these features found 
in the claim, as they are claimed in the combination, that has not been found, 
taught or suggested by the prior art of record which makes this claim allowable 
over the prior art. 

Claims 28, 29 and 32-35 are allowed due to their dependency on claim 27. 
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Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should 
preferably accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled 
"Comments on Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tung S Lau whose telephone number is 571-272- 
2274. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-5:30. If attempts to 
reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
John Barlow can be reached on 571-272-2269. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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